
HE SCOURGED
"

NAKED CHILDREN.
Awful Revelations at the

Westchester Home
Investigation.

Pierce Lays the Lash on the
Tender Flesh of a Three-

Year-Old Child.

A Young Girl Stripped and Beaten
with the Cat-o'Nine Tails

for Half an Hour.

BLOWS RETURNED FOR PROTESTS.

The Terrible Testimony Brought from the
Lips of a Woman Who Believed

in Her God Before Her
Friendship.

A revelation of shocking atrocity was

made at. White Plains yesterday, when one

of the former inmates of the Westchester
Home testified that, while absolutely nude,
she was scourged for half an hour with a

cat-o'-nine-tails In the hands of Superin¬
tendent Pierce, and afterward compelled
to wear shackles for a month.
The lash was laid on until the blood

flowed. Not only the victim declared this,
but a woman, who is friendly to the Su-

j-erintendent, but bound down by the sol¬
emn obligation of an oath, confessed It
<>ren while her speech gave way to sobs.
And this was only one of many victims.

Tenderness of years and sickness seem to
have had no deterrent effect in the practice
of infamous brutality. A child between two
and three years old had the lash applied
to it, and the humanity which hedged even

a hftspital was disregarded and the victim
dragged forth almost denuded and flogged.
Such things may be accepted with a cer¬

tain complacence coming from the barbaric
ETnst, but within forty miles of New York,
and mingled, too, with the name of Him
who is all kindness, It is almost beyond
credibility.

It Is a revolting story. Its cruelty Is so

distorted as to make It fiendish and cause

all eyes to turn from the abominable re¬

sults to the man who is charged with hav¬

ing produced them.
The Man Accused.

Superintendent Pierce of the Westchester
Home, is a little man who gives the ob¬

server an Impression of activity and con¬

centration. He can alt for a half hour with
his grav eyes fixed on you unwaveringly
and w'th an Intensity that few can with¬
stand.
They are hipnotlc eyes and the glasses
hat frame them in under his pent-house
rows heighten the effect.
One witness declared yesterday that he
lmitted that he found it difficult at times
control himself. This is not difficult to

oelieve, for the lines of his face denote a

nervous, impetuous temperament, those
around hhs mouth and only partially hidden
by his mustache are etched in firm and
hard, as though they were constantly hold¬
ing something rebellious in check and that
the operation was almost painful in Irs
effort
He is a terrible man if the awful stories

told of him in almost uniform detail are to

be credited.
His cheek bones are slightly prominent.

The flesh about them Is drawji apparently
by the same effort that controls the mouth.
His ears are' rather full-sized and slightly
pointed. This might mean something to
Lombraso, Ebbling or Nordau were they
sitting as judges on his case andf explain
many things that seem almost beyond com¬

prehension.
But they mean nothing to Referee Daniel

M. Guernsey, who has been appointed by
the Supreme Court to hear the evidence of

' alleged brutality against the man at White
Plains. He will decide on purely legal
grounds.
He will decide whether Superintendent

Pierce has been unduly severe in his pun¬
ishment of the boys and girls under his
charge; whether he mercilessly applied the
cat-o'-nine-tails to their almost nude bod¬
ies until the blood ran; whether he
shackled and handcuffed boys for weeks
and months at a time; whether, as Carrie
Snyder declared, with her face aflame at
the recollection, he scourged her while she
was absolutely nude.
These were only some of the accusations

brought against him yesterday, and
through It all he sat there unmoved,
though at times the hearers in the audi¬
torium were shocked into demonstrations
of disapproval.

Found the Tots in Irons.

Court convened at 10:30, and the building
was crowded with curious spectators, who
filled up the ground floor and overflowed
the gallery. Lawyer Dykman, for the pros¬
ecution, opened amid complete silence. It
was short and impressive, and referred to
the punishment prescribed by the State for
the offences alleged against the Superin¬
tendent. Ex-Judge Isaac N. Mills's objec¬
tion to this was sustained.
The first witness was William Haviland,

of Armonk, formerly Justice of the Peace.
He testified that three years ago he sent
two children to the Home. When he went
there three days later to see how they were
getting along he found that they were In
irons. They told him that they had been
cruelly treated immediately upon their ar¬
rival.
Samuel Evans, who Is eighteen years old,

and lives at Crugers, told what happened
to him during his thirteen years in the
home. He said that he had been com¬

pelled to lay on a bench almost naked, and
was beaten with cat and horsewhip. So
severfc was his punishment once that the
blood flowed and scars remained for weeks
afterward. He had seen boys six years old
punished while they were clothed. He had
also seen five boys chained together.

After Implements of Torture.
On the desk before the referee were $

pair of handcuffs, shackles and a cat-o'-
nine tails, admitted by the defence to be
used in the home. The cat is made up of
a light drumstick, with, about ten slender
leather straps attached. The straps are

about the thickness of shoe strings, and
an application of this weapon, even if vig¬
orously used, would not cause much pain.
It Is an innocuous little thing, and Evans
declared that it was not of the kind in
use when he was an inmate at the home.
The one with which he was punished had
a longer, heavier handle, and the strings
were thicker and wider. The referee or¬
dered all other cats produced.
Here occurred a tilt between the oppos¬

ing counsel. Mr. Mills declared he was at
a disadvantage, that the prosecution were
going about the county inducing former In¬
mates of the asylum to sign affidavits, and
that he did not know anything abot them
until they were presented in court. For
that reason he wanted three days' notice
of any witnesses for the prosecution, so

that their reliability could be looked Into.
Mr. Dykman was upon his feet in an in¬

stant.

"Ex-Judge Mills doesn't want any inves¬
tigation," he cried. He asked originally
for one, but now he is doing all he can to
prevent It. Let him open the doors of the
home and let us in. Then we will only be
too happy to give him our affidavits and
the names of our witnesses, or any other
documents we have in our possession. Let
them suspend Pierce, as they ought to do,
and open the doors of the Home, if they
are so anxious for an honest investiga¬
tion."
There was a prolonged outburst of ap¬

plause and Referee Guernsey's rapping
was lost in the tumult. When quiet was

partially restored he asked: "Is there no
officer here? This Is a most unseemly per¬
formance and I don't want it repeated."
The referee declared that it would be

Impossible to give three days' notice of
witnesses to be sworn, as most of them
were volunteers and came often on the day
of the session and were sworn.

"God Her Only Friend!"
Mrs. E. B. Boardingham's voice trem¬

bled as she took the oath'. She was white
haired, probably sixty odd, and was dressed
in black. She looked appealingly in the
direction of Pierce and Mrs. Richard M.
Hoe, and then dropped her eyes. She had
been In the Home in charge of the chil¬
dren's quarantine until a year and a half
ago last September. She had seen Pierce
whip Sarah Shieller and whip her hard for
ten minutes. Afterward there were signs
of blood on the girl's body. She was
chained after that for nearly a month.

"/ .

Lawyer Mills in His Vain Attempt to Break Sarah Reynolds Down.
Every effort of the skilful attorney to force the witness to change her testimony resulted in failure. Her testi

mony created a profound impression.

Sarah was in the hospital with whooping
cough.
When Pierce was about to leave the

Home for a while, said Mrs. Boardingham,
he tried to make friends with Sarah. He
asked her if she did not think that he was

her friend.
Whereupon Sarah replied that only God

Almighty was her friend. In answer to a

question the witness said that after a fire
of which the girl was suspected Miss Mac-
Donald, secretary of the Home, smacked
Sarah and handcuffed her. Here Mrs.
Boardingham completely broke down and
wept.
"I am sorry, gentlemen, to have to say

this," she said, brokenly, "as I have al¬
ways thought a great deal of Mr. Pierce
and the rest of them. But I have sworn

to tell the truth, and I must tell It."
Tender Infants Sconrged.

Resuming her testimony, the witness said
that Miss MacDonald once wanted her to
handcuff Emma Scott, an inmate, but she
refused to do so. She had seen three-year-
old children punished with the cat, and
told how Sarah Shieller fell downstairs
while she was shackled. Mrs. Boarding¬
ham said she left the Home of her own

free will so as to nurse her sick daughter.
Under cross-examination by Mr. Mills

the witness said she thought a great deal
of the ladies of the Home, but she never

spoke to them of Pierce's harsh methods.
Q. Why did you not tell the ladles of thes^

cases? A. I'll tell the truth. I'm an Epis¬
copalian. Mr. Pierce has no faith in Episco¬
palians, so I held my pence.
Q. Who first came to see you about this mat¬

ter? A. I'm not obliged to answer that, am I?
Mr. Mills.Oh, yes. A. It was Mr. Van Kleeck.

(One of counsel for prosecution.) He came last
Thursday.
She said Mrs. Hoe had also visited her and

said: "If you ever want a friend, come to
me."
Clinined Like Animals for Weeks.
Harry Hunter, a Justice of the Peace at

Armonk. has known Pierce since boyhood.
The Superintendent was his Sunday-school
teacher. He was employed in the Home,
beginning September 7, 1889. He told how
he saw marks on the legs of "Eddie"
Groves, made by the shackles. He had seen
children whipped and chained and girls have
their hair cut. Two boys who had run away
were chained together for six or seven
weeks.
Q. (by Mr. Mills). Why didn't you report

these cruelties? A. I was only one, and I had
many against me.

Q. Why didn't yon tell the Board of Man¬
agers? A. I had reason to beliere that they

knew It.
Q. Did Mr. Pierce find fault with your work?

A. One night he criticised the way I ran the
furnace, but I didn't leave because of that. I
never had a quarrel with Pierce. I always re¬

garded him as a friend. I regard him as a

friend to-day, but X am here to tell the truth.
Mrs. R. SI. Hoe's Hand.

Here a recess was taken, and when court
was opened again Hunter was recalled to
the stand by Mr. Dykman.
Q. Since adjournment have you had conver¬

sation with any one? A. Yes. One of the lady
managers had a word'of conversation with me.

Q. What did she say. A. She asked me why I
made the statements I did. I told her I had
sworn to tell the truth. She asked me why I did
not swear to the truth so as to redound to the
Interests of the Home. I answered, "There Is
only one way to tell the truth."
Q. TiThd" was she. A. Mrs. R. M. Hoe.
There was a sudden quiet In the lady man¬

agers' corner, and thence afterward there
was less activity between them and the
counsel for the defence. Mrs. Hoe looked
at the floor, bit her lips and was visibly dis¬
turbed.
Q. (by Mr. Mills). Did she not ask you why

you did not tell the truth? A. Why I did not
tell the truth so as to redound to the Interests
of the Home.
When Mrs. Sarah Reynolds came to the

stand she led a little blue-eyed baby,
dressed in a brown Greenway gown,
trimmed with white fur, and with a Tam
O'Sliai^ter covering its blonde curls. She is
the girl who Mrs. Boardinzham testified fell
downstairs while shackled. She has lived in
Portchesrter for the last four years, since
marriage, and is now the mother of three
children. She was eight years old when
she entered the Home. She ran away once,
and when she returned Pierce cut off her
hair, handcuffed and shackled her, and sent
her to bed and whipped her.

Whipped a Nude Girl.
Q. When he whipped you what clothing had

you on? A. Nothing, but .a sheet.
Q. Had you on a nightgown ? Yes, but he made

me taie it up around my waist.
Q. How long did he whip you? A. Half an

hour.
Q. Did he say anything tQ you during that

time? A. Nothing.
Q. Where were your wounds? On my hips and

back.
Q. How long were you chained? A. For a

month.
She said that when Miss MacDonald

blamed her for causing the fire, she denied
it. and was slapped and handcuffed. When
Pierce returned to t\e Home he also
whipped her. Sarah told how she did the
most trying kind of farm work for a fam¬
ily named Schofleld, at Pound Ridge, and

lashed several girls. One day in a rage
he seized Sarah Sheiller by the throat. But
Mrs. Montell's spirit rose in resentment
when Fannie Hill was whipped. Fannie
was between two and three years old, and
one day she refused to eat her dinner.
Lizzie Pierce, the waitress, slapped the
little one. Then Miss MacDonald came in
and tried to force the child to eat, but
without success. Pierce was then called
in, and he whipped the babe about the
legs with the cat.
Mrs. Montell rose in just indignation the

night Pierce punished the child, and she
told him if he struck Fannie Hill again
she would report him.
Q..Did you tell Mrs. Hoe? A. (with spirit).

No; because he didn't do It again.
Q. (by Mr. Mills).Why do you show so much

heat over the matter? A..Because of what that
man has done to me.

Mrs. Montell half raised from her chair,
and with flashing eyes pointed her finger
at the man, who sat there in his unvarying,
tense, expectant position. Their eyes met
for an instant, and the granite fixity of
his gray eyes gave way before the fire of
hers.
"He has tried to hurt me in an under¬

hand way," said Mrs. Montell, her voice
rising.
Q. (by Mr. Mills).How has he done it? A..

He tried to treat me like the other girls.
Q..You were never an inmate of the Home?

A..No, and he was angry that he could not
control me. He even went to my mother and
tried to get her to commit me to the Home.
"How do you know that?" asked Mr.

Mills.
"My mother told me so," cried the wit¬

ness, a>rain starting up from her seat.
"She told me that only yesterday."

"I Can Me ii Meat Axe."
The audience broke into a thunder of

applause. It was just like a stage drama
in which the villain receives a setback,
to the delight of the audience. And that
audience in the little White Plains the¬
atre was actually listening to a drama
far more thrilling than any ever staged.
The tumult only subsided when the ref¬
eree threatened to slear the court.

A Naked Girl Lashed.
Corroborative evidence as to whippings

and shackling inmates was given by Mary
Madeline Holland, formerly employed in
the laundry, and Leonard Hatfield, a war
veteran, who did odd jobs about the place.
Carrie Snyder, who is now the wife of a
policeman and carpenter of White Plains,
was in the Home. She said she was first
whipped when she was thirteen for talk¬
ing in church. She was naked at the time.
Q..Did Mr. Pierce ever speak to you about

going to church? A..Yes; but I said that I
did not think I was living right.
Q..What did he say then? A..He said if I

did not cure to join the Methodist Church I
could go to the devil.
Preston Green told how he had been ill-

treated. and John '-Evans, besides beingpunished with cat, strap and horsewhip,declared that Pierce held his head in a
bucket of water until he was nearlystrangled. Then the Superintendent tied
him up by the thumbs for twenty minutes
over a horse stall.
Several witnesses were heard before ad¬

journment, and all of their testimony bore
mainly on the same line.

VICTIMS AND WITNESSES WHO TESTIFY TO THE BRUTALITY OF PIERCE.

11
<#rs. Boardlngham,Henry HunUa^ Bcrah Reynolds William Haviland. Mrs. Montell,BamuelEvans.

JLWt/V#

finally ran away. Under cross-examination
she said that Pierce had visited her there
once.

"Why did you not make complaint to
him then?" asked Mr. Mills.

Deaf to 11 Child's Voice.
Baby Reynolds turned, and, pointing a

chubby finger at the lawyer, cried:
"Mamma! Mamma!" while his infant eyes
were filled with wonder. > Tiie tot was won¬
dering what it was all about. Nearly ev¬
ery one in the place smiled, but the tense
face of the man who was listening to his
own condemnation never for a moment re¬
laxed. His head was bent slightly for¬
ward to hear the mother's answer.

"I knew if I made complaint," said she,
"that they would punish me when he went
away."

A Blow for a Girl.
The pupils of Pierce's eyes expanded

slightly when Mrs. Carrie Montell took the
stand. She is twenty-one years old. with
snappy black eyes and an agreeable voice.
She is pretty, too, and her eyes can flash
fire and eive back l'ieree's disquieting
glance with interest. She said she visited
the Home in 1891 to visit her half-sister,Miss MacDonald. Pierce asked her if she
liked children. She said yes, and he said
she could aid in the nursery and stay at
the Institution and be near her half-sister
as long as she liked.
One evening he met her in the hallway

and scolded her for combing her hair
higher than usual. She told him he lied in
saying that and he promptly slapped her
face. He told her she must go to bed and
when she refused he said she would do so
if he had to hold her all nifrht. She went
to bed and began to read. He came in and
said: "Jane, 1 did not put you to bed to
read, but to meditate on what you said to
me." He then placed a black serene
around the bed, so as to shuUoff the light.
A Babe Lashed Because It Coald

Not Eat.
Mrs. Montell told how he had mercilessly
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THE FAILURES IN
THE PIANO TRADE.

Weil-Known Firm of Weber
Goes into the Hands of a

Receiver.

Old House of William E. Wheelock &
Co. Quickly Forced into an

Assignment
RECEIVER FOR THE STUYVESANT CO.

e -

All These Firms Were Closely Allied and
Were Indorsers of Each Other's

Paper.Other Failures 4

May Follow.

The "Big Four" of the piano business is
no more. The trade here and throughout
the country was startlod yesterday to know
that the great Weber Tianoi Company had
gone down, dragging with it the dependent
firms of William E. Wheelock & Co. and the
Stuyvesant Piano Company. All these went
into the hands of receivers or assignees ap¬
pointed by the court, and though the sales¬
rooms were opened yesterday, no sales were
made or bills paid.
Piano houses in Denver, Pittsburg and

Chicago, in which William E. Wheelock is
interested, are now in trouble, and there are

vague rumors that the failures may affect
other houses in this city. These houses are
not named by the lawyers and court officers,
because they may be able to pull through,
and any hindrance at this time would make
their failures a certainty for to-day.
The Weber failure was a startler for the

trade, for though business has been bad
throughout the trade, it was thought this
firm was strong, as its Instruments sold at
top-notch prices. Albert Weber, the nomi¬
nal manager at the company, has been awaysince last June, managing a gold mine in
the Cripple Creek district, and says he has
been offered half a million dollars for his in¬
terest there. He has had little or nothing to
do with the company for a long time, thoughhaving once been heavily interested in the
stock. This has been by design, as the new
managers of the company did not fall in
with his methods.

PRESIDENT HAD BEEN ILL.
Another very serious handicap to the

business has been the protracted and seri-
ous illness of William E. Wheelock, presi¬
dent of the company under the reorganiza.
tion three years ago. Albert Weber gothome from the gold fields a few days ago,and has known what was going on. He de¬
cided the best thing to do was to put the
business in the hands of the courts, and
has worked to this end with the officers,signing the application with them for a
receivership.
The Lindeman Piano Company, the,

other member of the "Big Four," is not
affected by the crash, having drawn out
of the combine last June. The stock is now
owned by L. W. P. Norris, of Dobbs
Ferry, who was before the withdrawal
largely interested in that end of the busi¬
ness.
The Weber Company did a very large

business in this country and Canada, hav¬
ing agents of long standing in every con¬
siderable town. Arnold, (Jreene & Pat¬
terson, lawyers, of the Drexel building,
Wall and Broad streets, are representing
all three broken firms. They went before

was appointed referee on the order to show
cause why the company should not be dis¬
solved, and a hearing was set for May 5.
The Weber Company was formed in

August, 1802, with a capital stock of $700,-000. of which $300,000 was preferred and
$400,000 common. The company succeeded
to the estate of the original Albert Weber.
The estate transferred the factory prop¬erty, and the legacies of the widow and
daughters were secured by a mortgage of
$200,000 on the property. William E.
Wheelock was elected president and Albert
Weber, son of the founder, manager, at a
good salary. The firm of William E.
Wheelock & Company, holds $195,600 of
stock and the partners individually about
$88,000.
WHEEtiOCK'S OLD FIRM GOES UNDER.
The firm of William E. Wheelock & Com¬

pany, being the hardest tied up and
largely interested in both the other con¬
cerns, made an out-and-out assignment.
Justice Lawrence appointed Henry Warren
Beebe assignee. No preferences were given.
This firm is composed of William E.
Wheelock and Charles B. Lawson. Their
factory is art Third avenue and One Hun¬
dred and Forty-ninth street, and their
warerooms at No. 23 East Fourteenth
street. This business was established by
Mr. Wheelock in 1877. and three years
later Mr. Lawson became a partner. John
W. Mason, the cotton merchant, who is
said to be worth a half million dollars, has
been a special partner from the start. Hi?
interest has been increased from time to
time till it now stands at $73,000.
Two years ago the assets were estimated

at $550,000 and the liabilities at $'230,000.
The first was closely allied with the Weber
Company after Wheelock became president
of the latter concern, and wheu the crash
came could not meet its obligations. There
is little idea yet of the extent of this end
of the failure. The concern has houses in
Chicago, Pittsburg and jpenve-r and large
interests in other towns. Work has b°eu
begun on an Inventory.
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Nina Far
The former actress who made trouble

It is said, he spent large sums of money.

Justice Lawrence, in the Supreme Court,
yesterday, and asked for the appointment
of a temporary receiver. The application
was signed by William E. Wheelock, presi¬
dent; William Poster, vice-president; Rob¬
ert F. Tliney, treasurer, and Directors
Henry W. Beebe. Robert Vidand, Albert
Weber and A. Britton Havens.
According to the application the business

for the last year has been very much cur¬
tailed. This materially lessened the pro¬
duction of the company, while the cost of
production was increased and expenses
could not be cut down to any great extent.
Large losses have been incurred, obligations
have matured, or are about to mature, to
the extent of $86,000, and there are no
funds to meet them. The company has
been unable to raise funds to pay taxes
amounting to S5.000 on the real estate.
ASSETS LARGE, BUT NOT AVAILABLE.
It was found that the assets, while nomi¬

nally large, were not immediately available
for the needs of the company. The total
liabilities, as given in the application, are

$364,806, of which $200,0Q0 are bonds se¬

cured by mortgage on the factory prop¬
erty, $95,587 bills payable and $54,523 con¬
tingent as indorser on bills receivable under
discount, and the balance fol merchandise.
The assets are valued at at least $150,000,

exclusive of the factory property at Seven¬
teenth street and Seventh avenue, which
has been valued at $300,000. and has on It
a mortgage of $200,000. The other assets
are materials used in the manufacture of
pianos, placed at $100,000 ; 59 pianos in
course of instruction, 290 pianos rented or
on consignment, due on instalments, $20,-
940; bills receivable, $16,005; open accounts,
$11,785; cash. $4,708, and eight lots in the
city of Seattle. Wash. All the employes
have been paid to date.
Among the creditors are: Chemical Na¬

tional Bank, $30,000: Gansevoort Rank, $15.-
000; National City Bank, of Br lyn, $10,-
000; W. E. Wheelock. $9,300. directors
suggested William Foster, ' esid«nt,
for receiver, and he was j> giving
(a bond of $50,000. Gro*s" tubbard

.rington.
for bankrupt Albrt W-iber, and on whom.

yesterday that he had not helped matters
in the past, though It was agreed he had
at times hustled for business. He was
said to be an expensive luxury, and to
have cared a deal more for his own fun
tkan holding up the hands of the company
that had taken his dead father s business.
As has been said, he-had been gold mining
since last Spring.
He was best known as a man about town.

His first wife was a daughter of Dr. J. W.
Clowes, of No. 667 Fifth avenue. Sho got
a divorce from him eight years ago. Soon
afterward he married Irene Perry, a singer
who had been with Rice's "Evangeline"
company and tl^ Wilbur Opera Company.
The wife had the young man in court sev¬
eral times for failure to pay alimony.
At about the same time he had trouble

with Nina Farrlngton, the actress, for whom
he is said to have furnished a flat in West
Twenty-third street She engaged a law¬
yer, saying she wal afraid he would take
the furniture away.
Weber said during the proceedings that he

had run through with nearly ail his for¬
tune. and though he was manager of the
Weber Company, at a_ salary of $8,000 a
year, he had put up as'collateral his stock,
worth from $160,000 to $170,000.
Last December the second wife, Irene

Perry, began a suit for divorce. She
charged that after his marriage to her he
had maintained several establishments, one
beinc for a Miss Carlisle, at No. 168 West
Ninety-sixth street. This suit is still pend¬ing.

Waiting for Suicide Hertlein's Helm
The property of John Adam Hertlein, the

eccentric German farmer who was found
hanging from his bed-post, dead, in his
home, in the outskirts of Yonkers, N. Y.t
on Sunday, is being hold by the Coroner,
who says he will remain in possession of
the property until the rightful heirs of thesiiicfde can be found. A woman by the
name of Fleishman, living in the neighbor¬hood, claims to be the daughter of Hert¬
lein. The estate is worth about $2,000.


